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We are pleased to announce the 2021 inaugural HBV-TAG Conference will be held virtually June 11 – 12, 2021. The 
conference will provide attendees with an opportunity to learn from leading researchers about the latest innovative 
science on HBV and engage in interactive discussions by sharing their insights with others on multiple topics related 
to advances in HBV therapeutic agent development, and the diagnosis and management of patients with HBV. 

The primary objective of the virtual HBV-TAG Conference is to meet the educational needs of research and 
development stakeholders and healthcare professionals who seek to improve the lives of patients with HBV. The 
aim of the HBV-TAG Conference is to bring together key opinion leaders from the teams of clinicians that care for 
patients with HBV (hepatologists and gastroenterologists) and pharmaceutical industry representatives to discuss 
optimized trial design, patient populations, therapeutic endpoints, as well as the potential benefits these agents can 
have for patients with HBV. This conference will deliver a focused scientific educational update that highlights the 
most clinically relevant advances in HBV to guide future directions in diagnostic procedures and the development of 
therapeutic agents for HBV. 

The course directors and the Scientific Advisory Council of HBV-TAG is a renowned group of academic researchers 
at the forefront of HBV therapeutic development who will provide comprehensive strategic planning and guidance 
for the educational program. These experts will assist in the development of the educational content and will serve 
as faculty at the conference. They will address the latest clinical trial results, design updates, new pharmacological 
updates, and the pharmacoeconomic benefit of future treatment for the healthcare system. In addition, the faculty 
will focus on epidemiology, comorbidities associated with this disease, and the impact of HBV (natural history).

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD COMMITTEE 
Timothy Block, PhD
Blumberg Institute
Doylestown, Pennsylvania

Jordan Feld, MD
Toronto General Hospital
Toronto, Ontario

Patrick Kennedy, MD
Royal London Hospital
London, England

Daryl Lau, MD
Harvard Medical Faculty Physicians
Boston, Massachusetts

Nancy Reau, MD
Rush University Medical Center
Chicago, Illinois

Stephen Urban, PhD
University Hospital Heidelberg
Heidelberg, Germany

Robert Wong, MD
Stanford University School of Medicine
Palo Alto, California

Man Fung (MF) Yuen, MD, PhD
The University of Hong Kong
Pok Fu Lam, Hong Kong

For an updated list of faculty and speakers, please visit our website:

WWW.HBV-TAG.ORG
Conference management services provided by:

Focus Medical Communications

Robert Gish, MD
Clinical Professor of Medicine
Loma Linda University
Hepatitis B Foundation
Medical Director
San Diego, California

Ira Jacobson, MD
Director of Hepatology, Professor of Medicine
NYU Grossman School of Medicine
New York, New York

COURSE DIRECTORS
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AGENDA
FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2021
8:00 AM–8:10 AM Welcome and Introductions
 Presenters: Robert Gish, MD
  Loma Linda University
  Hepatitis B Foundation
  San Diego, California

  Ira Jacobson, MD 
            NYU Grossman School of Medicine  
           New York, New York    

8:10 AM–8:20 AM The Year in Review
 Presenter: Raymond Chung, MD
  Massachusetts General Hospital
  Boston, Massachusetts

8:20 AM–8:40 AM Global Status of Hepatitis B
 Presenter: Brian McMahon, MD
                                                                 Alaska Native Medical Center
  Anchorage, Alaska

SESSION 1: NEW PERSPECTIVES ON HBV VIROLOGY
Moderators: Fabien Zoulim, MD, PhD – Lyon University (Lyon, France)
 Paul Martin, MD – University of Miami School of Medicine (Miami, Florida)

8:40 AM–8:55 AM Update: The HBV Entry
 Presenter: Stephan Urban, PhD
  University Hospital Heidelberg
  Heidelberg, Germany

8:55 AM–9:10 AM Biology of cccDNA: Formation, Maintenance, and Regulation
 Presenter: Haitao Guo, PhD
  University of Pittsburgh
  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

9:10 AM–9:25 AM Role of HBx in Transcriptional Regulation of HBV cccDNA
 Presenter: Rudolf Beran, PhD
        Gilead Sciences
         San Francisco, California

9:25 AM–9:40 AM HBV Integration: Consequences for Viral Gene Expression and Cellular Gene Dysregulation
 Presenter: Thomas Tu, PhD
                                      Westmead Institute of Medical Research
         The University of Sydney
                                      Sydney, Australia

9:40 AM–9:55 AM Panel Discussion and Q&A

9:55 AM–10:25 AM Virtual Exhibit/Break 

SESSION 2: EVALUATION OF HBV INFECTED PATIENTS: CURRENT PRACTICE AND NEW HORIZONS
Moderators: Nancy Reau, MD – Rush University Medical Center (Chicago, Illinois)
   Robert Gish, MD – Loma Linda University, Hepatitis B Foundation (San Diego, California)
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AGENDA (CONTINUED)

FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2021 (CONTINUED)

10:25 AM–10:40 AM Noninvasive Assessment of Fibrosis in Hepatitis B
 Presenter: Richard Sterling, MD, MSc
  VCU Medical Center 
  Richmond, Virginia

10:40 AM–10:55 AM Genotypes, Core, and Precore Mutations
 Presenter: Brian McMahon, MD
                                                                  Alaska Native Medical Center
  Anchorage, Alaska

10:55 – 11:10 AM Panel Discussion and Q&A

SESSION 3: HEPATOCELLULAR CARCINOMA
Moderators: Robert S. Brown, Jr., MD, MPH – Weill Cornell Medicine (New York, New York)
  Robert Wong, MD – Stanford University School of Medicine (Palo Alto, California)

11:10 – 11:25 AM Impact of Current Treatment on Incidence of HCC
 Presenter: Raymond Kim, MD, MBA, FAASLD
  Stanford University
  Stanford, California

11:25 – 11:40 AM Screening and Surveillance Debate
 Presenter: Amit Singal, MD
  UT Southwestern Medical Center
  Dallas, Texas

  Ira Jacobson, MD
                                                                NYU Grossman School of Medicine 
  New York, New York 

11:40 – 11:55 AM Molecular Genetics of HCC: When Should Tumor Genomic Sequencing Be Done?
 Presenter: Lewis Roberts, MB, ChB, PhD
  Mayo Clinic
  Rochester, Minnesota

11:55 AM – 12:10 PM Panel Discussion and Q&A

12:30 PM–1:25 PM Industry-Sponsored Event
 Management of Chronic Hepatitis B: Treatment Considerations
 Speaker: Robert S. Brown, Jr., MD, MPH 
 Gladys and Roland Harriman Professor of Medicine
 Vice Chair for Mentorship and Academic Development, Department of Medicine
 Clinical Chief, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology
 Weill Cornell Medicine, Center for Liver Disease
 New York, NY  
To Register for Gilead’s Industry-Sponsored Event click here: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UUQNZuh3TIuJtXBYnma2-w         
 Virtual Exhibits/Break
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AGENDA (CONTINUED)

FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2021 (CONTINUED)

SESSION 4: CONTROVERSIES IN CURRENT THERAPY
Moderators: Douglas Dieterich, MD – Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai (New York, New York)
 Ira Jacobson, MD – NYU Grossman School of Medicine (New York, New York)

1:25 PM–1:40 PM When Should We Stop NUC Therapy? HBeAg+, HBeAg-
 Presenter: Harry Janssen, MD, PhD
  University of Toronto
  Toronto, Canada

1:40 PM–1:55 PM Flares: Good, Bad, or Just Ugly?
 Presenter: Robert Fontana, MD
  University of Michigan
  Ann Arbor, Michigan
1:55 PM–2:10 PM Is There a Role for Interferon With Nucleos(t)ides?
 Presenter: Robert Perrillo, MD
          Baylor University Medical Center
          Dallas, Texas

2:10 PM–2:25 PM Blazing Saddles: Expanding Treatment Criteria
 Presenter: Patrick Kennedy, MD
  Royal London Hospital
          London, England

2:25 PM–2:40 PM Panel Discussion and Q&A

SESSION 5: NOVEL ANTIVIRAL TREATMENTS
Moderators: Daryl Lau, MD – Harvard Medical Faculty Physicians (Boston, Massachusetts)
 Stephan Urban, PhD – University Hospital Heidelberg (Heidelberg, Germany)  

2:40 PM–2:55 PM Capsid Assembly Modulators
 Presenter: Man Fung (MF) Yuen, MD, PhD
  The University of Hong Kong
  Pok Fu Lam, Hong Kong

2:55 PM–3:10 PM siRNAs and Antisense Oligonucleotides
 Presenter: Edward Gane, MD
          University of Auckland
         Auckland, New Zealand

3:10 PM–3:25 PM CRISPR and Other DNA Targeting Approaches
 Presenter: Ype de Jong, MD, PhD
  The Rockefeller University
  New York, New York

3:25 PM–3:40 PM Approaches to Target HBsAg From cccDNA or Integrates
 Presenter: George Wu, MD, PhD
          University of Connecticut Health Center
          Farmington, Connecticut

3:40 PM–3:55 PM Other Antiviral Approaches, Including FXR, HBxAg and RNA Destabilizers, and Beyond
 Presenter: Fabien Zoulim, MD, PhD
           Lyon University
          Lyon, France

3:55 PM–4:20 PM Panel Discussion and Q&A
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AGENDA (CONTINUED)

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021
SESSION 6: IMMUNE-BASED THERAPIES
Moderators: Raymond Chung, MD – Massachusetts General Hospital (Boston, Massachusetts)
   Jordan Feld, MD – Toronto General Hospital (Toronto, Ontario)    

8:00 AM–8:15 AM New Perspectives on HBV Immunology
 Presenter: Adam Gehring, MD
  University of Toronto
  Toronto, Ontario

8:15 AM–8:30 AM Innate Immunity: TLR, STING
 Presenter: Ju-Tao Guo, MD
  Baruch S. Blumberg Institute
   Doylestown, Pennsylvania

8:30 AM–8:45 AM Adaptive Immunity: T-Cell Therapies
 Presenter: Antonio Bertoletti, MD
  Duke-NUS Graduate Medical School
          Singapore, Asia

8:45 AM–9:00 AM Adaptive Immunity: B-Cell Therapies
 Presenter: Mala Maini, MD, PhD
  UCL Division of Infection and Immunity
  London, England

9:00 AM–9:15 AM Panel Discussion and Q&A

SESSION 7: HBV DRUG DEVELOPMENT: GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
Moderators: Nid Afdhal, MD – Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center (Boston, Massachusetts)
 Veronica Miller, MD – UC Berkeley School of Public Health (Washington, District of Columbia)

9:15 AM–9:30 AM Lessons Learned From HBV and Other Drugs and Technology Development Programs in Hepatology
 Presenter: Nid Afdhal, MD
                                 Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center
                                                               Boston, Massachusetts

9:30 AM–9:45 AM Is There a Role for Tissue Sample and Machine Learning in Studies of Novel HBV Therapies?
 Presenter: Nid Afdhal, MD
                                 Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center
                                                               Boston, Massachusetts

9:45 AM–10:00 AM Pharmacoeconomic Considerations in Hepatitis B Drug Development 
 Presenter: Sammy Saab, MD 
       UCLA
      Los Angeles, California

10:00 AM–10:15 AM Panel Discussion and Q&A
 Special Guest: Poonam Mishra, MD, MPH
  U.S. Food and Drug Administration
  Silver Spring, Maryland

10:15 AM–10:45 AM Virtual Exhibit/Break
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AGENDA (CONTINUED)

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021 (CONTINUED)

SESSION 8: HEPATITIS D
Moderators: Stephan Urban, PhD – University Hospital Heidelberg (Heidelberg, Germany)
  Christopher Koh, MD – National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Disease (Baltimore, Maryland)

10:45 AM–10:55 AM HDV Epidemiology, Life Cycle, and Targets of Therapeutic Interference
 Presenter: Jeffrey Glenn, MD, PhD
                                                                   Stanford Hospital
                                                                   Stanford, California

10:55 AM–11:05 AM Lonafarnib and Lambda Interferon
 Presenter: Christopher Koh, MD, MHSc
          National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases
              Baltimore, Maryland

11:05 AM–11:15 AM Bulevirtide
 Presenter: Heiner Wedemeyer, MD
  Hannover Medical School
  Hannover, Germany

11:15 AM–11:25 AM Other HBV Targets That Will Affect HDV Replication or Release
 Presenter: Timothy Block, PhD
  Baruch S. Blumberg Institute
  Doylestown, Pennsylvania

11:25 AM–11:40 AM Panel Discussion and Q&A

SESSION 9: ADVOCACY
Moderators: Joan Block, RN, BSN – Hepatitis B Foundation (Doylestown, Pennsylvania)
 Timothy Block, PhD – Baruch S. Blumberg Institute (Doylestown, Pennsylvania)

11:40 AM–11:55 AM Hepatitis B Foundation Survey on What the Patients Want Out of New Hepatitis B Drug Development
 Presenter: Chari Cohen, DrPH, MPH
           Hepatitis B Foundation
           Doylestown, Pennsylvania

11:55 AM–12:10 PM Quality-of-Life, Extrahepatic Manifestations
 Presenter: David Bernstein, MD
                                                                   Hofstra-Northwell School of Medicine
                                                                  Roslyn, New York

12:10 PM–12:25 PM Stigma
 Presenter: Robert Gish, MD
                                                     Loma Linda University
                                                                  Hepatitis B Foundation
  San Diego, California

12:25 PM–12:40 PM Panel Discussion: Testing and Vaccination: Universal or Risk-Based?

12:40 PM–12:50 PM Closing Remarks
 Presenters: Ira Jacobson, MD    Robert Gish, MD
            NYU Grossman School of Medicine  Loma Linda University
           New York, New York   Hepatitis B Foundation
       San Diego, California

12:50 PM Adjourn
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SPONSORSHIP/EXHIBIT OPPORTUNITIES
SPONSORSHIP/EXHIBIT OPPORTUNITIES

The virtual HBV-TAG Conference offers various levels of sponsorship to support the needs of the healthcare professionals who will participate 

in this conference.

2021 VIRTUAL HBV-TAG CONFERENCE DATES
June 11-12, 2021

IMPORTANT DEADLINES

Initial Agreement: Sponsors showing interest must commit in writing by completing the 2021 Virtual HBV-TAG Conference Exhibit/Sponsor 

information on p. 10.

Payment: If requested, invoices can be generated on receipt of the fully executed Sponsorship/Exhibitor’s Agreement with payment due 60 

days from the date of the signed Letter of Agreement. Please include a copy of the invoice and/or purchase order with payment.

Checks should be made payable to:
Focus Medical Communications (Tax ID 20-8216514)

Remit payment to:
Focus Medical Communications

Attn: HBV-TAG VIRTUAL CONFERENCE
7 Century Drive, Suite 104

Parsippany, NJ 07054
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SPONSORSHIP/EXHIBIT OPPORTUNITIES (CONTINUED)

The HBV-TAG Conference has a comprehensive and multi-tiered corporate sponsorship program that provides benefits at every level. We are excited 
to announce new annual corporate sponsorship packages for the Diamond, Platinum, and Gold levels. These packages are designed for companies and 
organizations interested in sponsoring/exhibiting HBV-TAG on an annual basis. As a corporate sponsor, your company will be listed on the HBV-TAG Conference 
website as the main contributor.

DIAMOND: $75,000 
At the virtual HBV-TAG Conference:
 • Acknowledgment as a Diamond Sponsor on individual  
  conference websites and all conference materials  
  www.hbv-tag.org
 • Recognition as Diamond Sponsor with logo placement on the  
  HBV-TAG Conference Opening Remarks on conference  
  PowerPoints + verbal recognition
 • Ten (10) complementary registrations to the virtual conference
 • Executive board exchange: The opportunity to meet with the  
  HBV-TAG course directors via Zoom meeting. The meeting is to be  
  scheduled during non-conference hours*
 • Faculty meeting clinical exchange*: The opportunity to meet for  
  ONE (1) HOUR via virtual meeting with up to eight (8)  
  faculty members
 •  Plenary platform: The opportunity to give a five (5) minute  
  presentation to the audience before the morning or afternoon  
  break (can be a presentation or a video)
 • Additional promotional reach opportunity: Two (2) company  
  announcements distributed via email and social media  
  communicating your company’s message to the full HBV-TAG  
  membership and other followers
 • Virtual exhibit booth for virtual conference
 

PLATINUM: $37,000 
At the virtual HBV-TAG Conference:
 • Acknowledgment as a Platinum Sponsor on individual  
  conference websites and all conference materials    
  www.hbv-tag.org
 • Recognition as Platinum Sponsor with logo placement on the  
  HBV-TAG Conference Opening Remarks on conference  
  PowerPoints + verbal recognition
 • Six (6) complementary registrations to the virtual conference
 • Faculty meeting clinical exchange*: The opportunity to meet for  
  ONE (1) HOUR via virtual meeting with up to six (6)  
  faculty members
 •  Plenary platform: The opportunity to give a five (5) minute  
  presentation to the audience before the morning or afternoon  
  break (can be a presentation or a video)
 • Additional promotional reach opportunity: One (1) company  
  announcement distributed via email and social media  
  communicating your company’s message to the full HBV-TAG  
  membership and other followers
 • Virtual exhibit booth for virtual conference
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SPONSORSHIP/EXHIBIT OPPORTUNITIES (CONTINUED)

To discuss conference sponsorship/exhibit opportunities further, please contact:

Pablo Gabella

Sr. Director, Business Development

Focus Medical Communications

Tel: 714-869-2769

pgabella@focusmeded.com

GOLD: $18,000
At the virtual HBV-TAG Conference:
 • Acknowledgment as a Gold Sponsor on individual  
  conference websites and all conference materials    
  www.hbv-tag.org
 • Recognition as Gold Sponsor with logo placement on the  
  HBV-TAG Conference Opening Remarks on conference  
  PowerPoints + verbal recognition
 • Four (4) complementary registrations to the virtual conference
 • Faculty meeting clinical exchange*: The opportunity to meet for  
  ONE (1) HOUR via virtual meeting with up to four (4)  
  faculty members
 • Additional promotional reach opportunity: One (1) company  
  announcement distributed via email and social media  
  communicating your company’s message to the full HBV-TAG  
  membership and other followers
 • Virtual exhibit booth for virtual conference
 

CONFERENCE SPONSOR: $5,000
At the virtual HBV-TAG Conference:
 • Acknowledgment as a Conference Sponsor on individual  
  conference websites and all conference materials    
  www.hbv-tag.org
 • Two (2) complementary registrations to the virtual conference
 • Virtual exhibit booth for virtual conference

*  The virtual booth will contain the following optional items: 
     Company Overview – One (1) brief paragraph introducing your company, products, or services
  Company Website – link or a product link
  “OPTIONAL” – Images or Video content
       – Image: 8MB max, high res, 600x315pixels minimum (JPEG or PNG)
	 	 					–	Video:	Link	(YouTube,	etc.)	or	file	no	larger	than	15GB	(.avi,	.mpeg,	.mpg,	.mpe,	.mp4,	.mkv,	 
	 	 	 		.webm,	.mov,	.ogv,	.vob,	.m4v,	.3gp,	.divx,	.xvid,	.mxf,	.wmv)
  Corporate or product logo – PNG/JPEG format
  Company representative(s) contact information
       – Name
       – Headshot
       – Phone
       – Email
       – Social Links (LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, Zoom, etc.)
       – PDF Document – Promotional piece to be uploaded to sponsor page

*	The	executive	board	exchange	and	the	faculty	meeting	clinical	exchange	can	be	arranged	either	on	Friday	after	4:00	pm	EDT	or	on	Saturday	after	2:00	pm	EDT.	
Arrangements	can	also	be	made	for	a	time	and	date	post	HBV-TAG.	(First	come	first	served	–	Priority	will	be	given	to	top-tier	sponsors).

* For the virtual meeting, HBV-TAG will provide the Zoom platform.
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SPONSOR/EXHIBIT INFORMATION

◻ Diamond Sponsor – $75,000

◻ Platinum Sponsor – $37,000

◻ Gold Sponsor – $18,000 

◻	Conference Sponsor – $5,000

Checks should be made payable to:
Focus Medical Communications  

(Tax ID 20-8216514)

Remit payment to:
Focus Medical Communications

Attn: HBV-TAG VIRTUAL CONFERENCE
7 Century Drive, Suite 104

Parsippany, NJ 07054

PLEASE CHECK LEVEL OF SPONSORSHIP:

Company Name:

Contact:

Address:

City:          State:             ZIP: 

Phone:          Fax: 

Email:

Authorized Signature:        Date:

Print Name: 
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TERMS & CONDITIONS
PAYMENT TERMS
Confirmation of your sponsorship/exhibit space is contingent upon receiving full payment prior to the scheduled event date. Payment 
instructions will be provided in a confirmation email upon submission of this form.

CANCELLATION POLICY
• A refund, less a handling fee of 10%, will be given for cancellations received in writing within 3 business days after the Sponsorship/

Exhibitor’s Agreement is completed. After this date, no refunds will be granted unless the conference is cancelled altogether.
• If the conference is postponed and rescheduled within one year of the originally scheduled date, no refunds will be granted. However, 

the sponsorship/exhibitor fee shall be applied to the rescheduled conference. 
• Should the conference be cancelled and does not take place within one year of the originally scheduled date, a full refund shall be 

granted.

LIABILITY
The Exhibitor agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the conference venue, the HBV-TAG Conference, and Focus Medical 
Communications, along with their employees, agents, representatives, and guests, from any third party claim, cause of action, liability, 
damage, cost or expense of any kind whatsoever arising out of or relating in any way to the Exhibitor’s alleged intentional or negligent 
conduct during or in connection with its participation in the conference, including the reimbursement of all damages assessed and 
reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs incurred.

INSURANCE FOR EXHIBIT ITEMS AND RELEASE
The Exhibitor assumes all risk and financial responsibility for the loss or damage of its personal property during or related in any to the 
conference. The Exhibitor further acknowledges that it is responsible for insuring its personal property and that the HBV-TAG Conference 
does not maintain any insurance coverage for that purpose. The EXHIBITOR forever releases and otherwise waives all claims against the 
conference venue, the HBV-TAG Conference, and Focus Medical Communications, along with their employees, agents, representatives, 
and guests, arising out of or relating to the loss or damage of the Exhibitor’s personal property. 

Signature:        Date:

Print Name: 



For more information, please visit:

WWW.HBV-TAG.ORG


